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ITALIENSK FOTBALL 
 

 
An History to tell  
With an extraordinary prize record in which three world titles stand out (1934-38-82), the 
Federazione Italiana Giuoco Calcio celebrated its one hundredth anniversary in 1998. 
A fascinating and evocative journey, rich in episodes, personalities, champions and appearances, 
which began in Turin on the 16th March 1898.  
 

1898 Mar io Vicary  
It was, in fact, in the Piedmontese capital that the first president of the F.I.G.C., the engineer Mario 
Vicary was elected, after a sort of Congress presided over by Count D'Ovidio. 
 
Following this spur that gave the Federation a formal structure  and an immediate boost, football 
managed to rapidly make converts all over Italy, bringing together the excitement and initiatives 
that  had already infected the big cities, from Genoa to Rome, from Turin to Palermo, from Milan to 
Naples. 
 
The first championship in its history was played in Turin in 1898 -in just one day- and it was won 
by Genoa who gained the tri-colour championship shield in this way. 
 

1913 The First I talian Championship  
Football was imported from England, but was already popular in 
Italy. Its popularity spread quickly, but the first championships on 
a national scale did not take place until 1913, even if divided into 
two groups: the northern one and the southern one. 
For the record Pro Vercelli won the title, beating Lazio in the final 
with a score that was more fitting for a tennis match (6-0). 
 
But it was not just a sporting phenomenon: football entered into 
the social fabric of the country, fueling passions, and becoming 
the source of heated arguments and great discussions. 
 
As always, a major victory was needed to create a moment of unity and solidarity. 
 
Football found itself united around the Blue shirt: the Italian National Team made its debut on the 
15th May 1910 in the Milan Arena and the success against France (6-2) consolidated the 
enthusiasm of the fans and the enthusiasts throughout the country. 
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Unfortunately, the Great War paralysed activities from 1916 to 1919 and the recovery was naturally 
difficult, and made even more problematic by the gaps created by the conflict both amongst the 
officials and the players.  
 
Once this sad and painful phase had been overcome, while the Country got slowly back on its feet, 
football exploded, encouraged by the desire for redemption and a new start in which sport played an 
essential role. 

 
1930 The First Wor ld Cup  
Within ten years, the first great transformations on a national and international level took place: in 
1930 the World Cup came into being; the one-round Italian Championship, was launched; the door 

was opened for future 
professionalism, granting 
the footballers 
reimbursement for their 
expenses for the first time. 
 
This important change was 
made possible by a new 
Federation, led with great 
prestige by Leandro 
Arpinati, directly 
appointed to the top 
position in Italian football 
by the Italian Olympic 
Games Committee. 
 

Thirteen years later (1933), Arpinati left the place to Giorgio Vaccaro, who will pass into history as 
the most successful president of Italy's football history. 
 
In that period, under his management, the National Team won two world titles (1934-1938) and 
triumphed in Berlin in 1936, winning the gold medal at the Olympics. 
 
During the sinister noise of the Second World War bombs, even  
football had to stop, and once more war swept everything away, and drammatically interrupted the 
air of enthusiasm and joy that 
was growing.  
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1945 The Great Tur in  
It was not until 1945 that activities resumed and football rapidly emerged from the ruins of war, 
along with the people's desire to start living again: the legend of the Great Turin team was born and 
four years of great enthusiasm and of strong emotions followed. 
 
Valentino Mazzola's Turin dominated on all fields, winning four consecutive championships, until 
the Superga tragedy in 1949, when the team's plane crashed in the fog, and robbed Italian football 
of its best players. 
 
The National team paid the heaviest price decimated by the loss of its most prestigious men. 
1958 A Dark Period  
Another dark period followed that cost Italy a heavy toll in sporting and political terms: the 
National team was mortified at the World Cups in Brazil (1950) and in Switzerland (1954) and was 
even eliminated during the qualifying rounds four years later, in 1958. 
 
It was also a period of serious crisis for the F.I.G.C.: the president Ottorino Barassi resigned, 
opening the way for a new Executive Committee management, in the hands of Bruno Zauli. 
 
It was, however, this period of the temporary Executive Committee management that encouraged 
the total transformation of the entire federation body and its organization: the three Leagues were 
instituted, the Referees' Association was transformed into a Sector of the F.I.G.C. and two other 
service Sectors were created: the Technical sector, with its head office in Coverciano, and the 
Youth sector, which gave new impulse to football schools and to the relationship with schools. 
 
Zauli's term of office having come to an end, Umberto Agnelli arrived at the head of the Federation. 
However, he soon decided to give up the task because he was too involved with his FIAT 
commitments. 
 
Giuseppe Pasquale's period in office was also of short duration. He was overwhelmed by the failure 
of the National Team in the 1966 World Cup against Korea. 
 
With the arrival of Artemio Franchi, Italian football rediscovered its form even on an international 
scale. 
 
In '68, Valcareggi's Italy became Champion of Europe, and in 1970 it was runner-up at the World 
Cup in Mexico. 
 
Franchi, who in the meantime was elected president of UEFA, left the post to Franco Carraro, but 
he returned when the latter was elected as president of the Italian Olympic Games Committee. 
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1982 The Third Wor ld Title  
A betting scandal led to Franchi's resignation on the eve of the World Cup in Spain, where Italy 
coached by Enzo Bearzot overcame a difficult initial phase to win its third world title, under the 

management of the president 
Federico Sordillo. 
 
After the disappointment at the 
Mexico World Cup in 1986 and a 
brief period of management first 
with Carraro, then with Andrea 
Manzella, Antonio Matarrese was 
elected as the president of the 
F.I.G.C. in October 1987. Until 
that moment he had been head of 
the National Professionals 
League. 
 
In the meantime Carraro's reform 
of the Statute guaranteed a more 
functional arrangement for the 
entire organization. These were 
important years for Italian 

football as the team achieved third place in the 1988 European Championships in Germany and two 
years later hosted the World Cup finals. 

 
1990 Wor ld Cup in I taly  
The event's organizational success was unfortunately not 
matched in terms of a technical success: despite the 
"magical nights" in the Olympic Stadium, Azeglio Vicini's 
team only managed a sad third place, even though they had 
not lost a match. They lost out during the penalties roulette 
against Maradona's Argentina. Having failed to qualify for 
the '92 European Championships in Sweden, Vicini was 
replaced and a new and unprecedented period began: the 
Federation inverted the tradition of having coaches from the 
federal school and relaunched itself and the National Team 
by taking on Arrigo Sacchi, veteran of international 
triumphs at the reins of Milan and advocate of a different 
kind of football.  
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1994 USA Wor ld Cup  
Although this was a quiet period on a political scale, with Matarrese as the president of the 
Federation and Luciano Nizzola, a lawyer from Turin, at the head of the Professionals League, on 
the sporting front controversies and divisions between "sacchians" and "anti-sacchians" were not 
lacking: it was the usual penalty lottery to deny Italy its fourth world title. USA '94 ended with Italy 
finishing second behind Brazil. 
 
After having failed in the European 
competition in England in '96, the 
love story between the National 
Team and Sacchi also came to an 
end - he resigned unexpectedly to 
return to the Milan bench. 
 
His fall also dragged Matarrese 
down, and at the F.I.G.C. summit 
the Congress elected Luciano 
Nizzola, president of the Milan 
team for many years, with an 
almost unanimous vote thereby 
closing a 4 month management period led by the Italian Olympic Games Committee's general 
secretary, Raffaele Pagnozzi, called in to take control during a transitory phase after a first elective 
congress ended in vain. 
 
Italian football refound its unity and its get-up-and-go, with the arrival of Giancarlo Abete as Vice-
President, and with the active re-entry of Franco Carraro, jointly elected by Serie A and Serie B as 
Head of their League, the football CBI. 
 

2000 Football Transforms  
While Cesare Maldini's national team "stumbled" once again under the penalty "curse" and was 
eliminated from the '98 world cup by France (but Maldini, in the meantime, won three European 
Under 21 titles for Italy), football faced a period of historical transformation. Television rights, 
reform of international club competitions, the Bosman law and a new regime for foreign players, 
are only some of the new scenarios which Italian football is facing, whilst waiting for a new Statute 
and new rules that guarantee a modern future for the entire system, in keeping with the times. At the 
end of Luciano Nizzola's presidency no candidate managed to obtain the quorum necessary to be 
elected. Therefore, the management of the F.I.G.C. has been assumed by the President of the Italian 
Olympic Games Committee, Gianni Petrucci, in the role of Temporary Executive Board member.  
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2001 Franco Carraro  
After a year of external administration by the CONI president Giovanni Petrucci, Franco Carraro 
became the president of the Italian Football Federation (Federazione Italiana Giuoco Calcio), after 
being elected with over 90% of the votes during the General Assembly held on December 28, in 
Rome. 
 
Franco Carraro -after spending these last four years as President of the Professional League in 
Milan- returns to covering this role in the FIGC 25 years after being elected the first time on August 
1, 1976. 
 
For the first time in football history, the General Assembly recorded the votes given by the 
technical members, the football Players Association and the Coaches Association, votes that were 
added to those given by the organization's traditional "forces" :  
the professional league, the C series professional league, and the Amateur league. 
 
The new president of the Federal Court, Pasquale De Lise and the two vice-presidents: Giancarlo 
Abete (who became deputy president having received more votes) and Innocenzo Mazzini, were 
also elected, in addition to Franco Carraro. 
As far as football is concerned, 2001 recorded the qualification of the team coached by Giovanni 
Trapattoni in the World Cup that will be held next June in Korea and Japan. 
 

2002 Korea and Japan Wor ld Championship  
As regards sports, 2001 was the year of the qualification of Giovanni Trapattoni National team at 
the World Championship of Korea and Japan. The team had an easy life in the elimination round, 

where it ranked first after the 
victory, thanks to Del Piero's goal, 
in the last match played in Parma 
against Hungary on October 6th.  
 
And during the Championships 
Italy made its debut on June 3rd in 
Sapporo with a great victory 2-0 
against Ecuador: both goals were 
scored by Christian Vieri and it 
seems like the beginning of a great 
story. Instead, five days later in 
Ibaraki, against Croatia, the team 

loses (2-1) and this marks a dangerous stop. In Oita the tie against Mexico (1-1, goal scored by Del 
Piero at 6 minutes from the end of the match), allows Italy to pass to the next round thanks to the  
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defeat of Croatia against Ecuador. But the team's path is blocked once again against Korea, among 
criticisms and controversies against the referee Moreno: after the two halves ended 1-1, the 
opponents score the golden goal of Ahn at four minutes from the end of the supplementary period. 

 

2003 Political Activity  
After the Championship, FIGC re-launches its political activity especially dealing with economic 
issues, economic advantages for the amateur sector and the phenomenon of violence in the 
stadiums. 
 
The federal council passes stricter regulations on balance controls of professional teams, whereas 
the Government approves a law for the Federation - after years - for the amateur sector, to simplify 
the bureaucratic procedures and support a vast area that includes about 15 thousand clubs and over 
one million members.  
 
While the National A and the Under 21 are busy with the European Championships, the Futsal 
National reaches a prestigious and well-deserved success in Caserta against Ukraine (1-0) thus 
becoming the European Champion. 

 
2004 The Under  21  
The Under 21 European Champions and three months later, bronze medal winners at the Olympic 
Games in Athens: these are the important successes reached during a busy year for the national 
teams. After an enthusiastic series of qualifying matches, during which the team coached by 
Claudio Gentile always gave its best and showed how strong its determination and will to win were, 
the Under 21 team reached the final phase held in Bochum at the end of May, but the team did not 
start off in the best of ways.  
 
After losing its debut match against Belarus, the Under 21 team won four straight matches, the last 
of which in the final against Serbia, 3-0. 
 
In August, the Under 21 team, modified with three "over age" players into the National Olympic 
team, came in third place in the Olympic Games held in Athens winning a deserved bronze medal 
after beating Iraq in the semifinal match for third and fourth place. The last Olympic medal for the 
Italian team dates back to 1936, when Italy own the gold in Berlin.  
 
The major National team had a different experience in the European Championships held in 
Portugal. The Azzurri, in fact, were immediately eliminated and Trapattoni left his position as head 
coach. In July 2004, Lippi began his career as head coach of the National team as it began its season 
in September with the 2006 World Cup qualifying matches.  
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2005 Qualified For  Germany 2006  
And with Lippi as head coach, Italy qualifies a match ahead of time for the World Cup in Germany 
that will be held from June 9th to July 9th, 2006 in twelve German cities. A prestigious result: only 
once before did this happen for the National team, when Italy qualified and went on to win the 
World Cup title in Spain in 1982. 
 
With twenty-three points and the lead in the standings, the Azzurri in ten official matches have 
recorded seven wins, two ties and only one loss against the group 5 opponents: Norway, Moldavia, 
Slovenia, Belarus and Scotland. 
 
The National scored seventeen goals and took in seven. 

 

2006 I taly Is Wor ld Champion  
Twenty-four years after the last title won in Spain in 1982, Italy is once again World Champion in a 
difficult period for Italian football and for the Federation that, after the resignation of President 
Carraro, is led by the extraordinary commissioner Prof. Guido Rossi. After a fantastic start in the 
World Cup, with five wins and only one tie against the USA, in Berlin the Azzurri play the final 
and beat France 6-4 after the series of penalty, since the regular time had ended 1-1, with a goal by 
Zidane on 7' and a header by Materazzi on 18'. 
 
The team coached by Lippi deserved the title after winning with heart and determination and 
responding to the 
initiatives of the 
French that played 
in ten after Zidane 
was red-carded 
after striking 
Materazzi with his 
head. All five 
Azzurri scored on 
the penalty kicks 
(Pirlo, Materazzi, 
De Rossi, Del 
Piero and Grosso), 
while Trezeguet 
missed the shot for 
the French. 
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2007 Pancalli and Abete  
And with Pancalli, extraordinary commissioner of the FIGC; another difficult period arrives: during 
serious episodes of violence following football matches, the Sammarinese manager Licursi and 
police inspector Raciti lose their life. And after the violence that followed the match in the Catania 
stadium on February 2, 2007, during the Sicilian derby between Catania and Palermo, Pancalli, with 
an unprecedented provision, suspends all the matches of all Italian leagues, from the A series to the 
youth leagues.    
 
A man of sports, but above all, a man of doubtless human qualities, Pancalli develops his project 
tied with the rewriting of the Statute and the new AIA regulations, in collaboration with two vice-
commissioner, Massimo Coccia and Luigi Riva.  
 
On January 22, 2007, the extraordinary Assembly of the Federcalcio, headed by Pasquale De Lise, 
approved the new federal Statute: the reform regarding rules passed by a large majority and "marks 
an important turn" rewarding the work carried out during the previous months by the same 
Pancalli.   The right of veto fall, and this means that the new federal president will be elected by the 
majority of votes expressed, without any other restrictions.  
 
On April 2, 2007, Giancarlo Abete is elected president of the FIGC by a large majority during the 
federal assembly, with a coefficient of 449,94 votes out of the 461,94 corresponding to the 264 
delegates who votes (5 blank cards, 2 abstained out of 271 voting).    

 


