


Day 5: Ta Don – Doi Angkhang 
Breakfast at the hotel before our trip to Doi Angkhang, 
one of the most spectacular natural sights in Northern 
Thailand. It’s mountain location, cool climate and the  
scenic beauty of the surrounding countryside make it  
the ideal getaway for nature lovers. Here we check in at 
the Angkhang Nature Resort. After check in, there will be 
time to wander through the Royal Angkhang Agricultural 
Research Station, where there are various fruit crops and 
flowers that flourish at this high altitude, as well as the 
impressive bonsai garden. Sip a coffee at the station café 
while gazing upwards to the forested mountains. Our 
guide will also give us an explanation as to how the Riyal 
Project has been initiated by His Majesty the King and 
has helped hill tribes learn about crop cultivation,  
replacing opium. In the afternoon, a trek to Baan Khum 
which lets us experience mule riding uphill into the 
jungle. Baan Khum is close to the entrance of the Royal 
Angkhang Agricultural Station Project. This small  
community consists of members with various ethnic  
backgrounds, Thai, Burmese, Chinese and even city 
dwellers make their homes here by catering to tourists 
with small shops and hawker stalls. (B, L, D) 
 
Overnight: Angkhang Nature Resort 
 

Day 6: Doi Angkhang 
Breakfast at the hotel consisting of local specialities, 
including native fruits. Following breakfast, we make the 
short trip to Kob Dong Village, visiting the school and 
walking around the village. From here we will continue 
with a walk through forest and fields to Nor Lae village, 
located on the Thai-Burmese border. The people of Nor 
Lae belong to the Palong ethnic group, who migrated 

from the Shan state in Myanmar in the early 1980’s. 
From here, we can easily see the Myanmar Army Camp 
on the other side of the border. A trip on foot to a tea 
plantation is next on our list, also part of the Royal 
Angkhang Agricultural Station Project. Our walk will take 
us along forest trails and narrow roads used only by the 
locals. At the villages we can expect to see local schools 
and typical village houses. There will be picturesque 
viewpoints along the way. We will get to experience first 
hand the people from the villages as they go about their 
daily tasks such as tending vegetable crops. We will 
enjoy lunch on the trail today with a packed lunch from 
the resort. (B, L, D) 
 
Overnight: Angkhang Nature Resort 
 

Day 7: Doi Angkhang  – Chiang Mai
Breakfast followed by the rest of the morning at your 
own disposal. Optional: for those who enjoy trekking or 
biking, the opportunity to visit spectacular viewpoints 
in the Doi Angkhang area. Some of them start at 1,900 
metres above sea level. The natural beauty of the area 
is striking. The rhododendron (one thousand year rose, 
normally blooming from November through March) grows 
in abundance. This tree grows only on high mountains in 
cooler climbs and blooms in both red and white, though 
only the red variety is seen on Doi Angkhang. We leave 
the resort in the afternoon for a 3 hour drive to Chiang 
Mai, arriving at approx. 16:00, with a transfer to the 
hotel. (B, L) 
 
Overnight: Royal Princess Chiang Mai 
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Day 8: Chiang Mai – Elephant nature park
Breakfast at the hotel followed by a full day visit to the 
Elephant Nature Park, offering a wonderful introduction 
to the Asian elephant. You will learn about the plight of 
these elephants and their touching, personal stories. You 
will be able to observe them the whole time from our 
viewing platform as they explore the park with their  
family herds. A visit to the Elephant Nature Park begins 
with a morning stop at the local market in Chiang Mai. 
We are picked up at the hotel at around 08:00-08:30, 
when you will help our staff will help load food into the 
trucks to feed the elephants at the park.
 

After a picturesque drive through the Thai  
countryside, the Mae Taeng Valley and Elephant 
Nature Park will appear before you. Upon arrival you 
will immediately be greeted by our resident dogs, most  
of which have been rescued, who will be eager for a 
scratch behind the ears from any new visitors. Over the 
next few hours you will hear the personal rescue stories 
of the elephants, as told by one of our expert guides. 
You will also have the chance to view Vanishing Giants, 
the award-winning National Geographic documentary, 
highlighting the work Lek is doing on behalf of Asian 
elephants in Thailand. Throughout the day you will learn 
more about the problems facing elephants in South East 
Asia, as well as the changes advocated by the Elephant 
Nature Foundation concerning the treatment, care and 
training of domestic and wild elephants. Occasionally the 
stories will be interrupted by the noises and interactions 
between the park’s elephants, whereby you should simply 
sit back, have fun and watch everything unfold before 
your eyes.

One of the biggest highlights of a day visit to the 
Park is bath time. An hour or two after arriving at the 
park (and again before your departure) the elephants 
and their mahouts begin walking down to the Mae Taeng 
River. After learning how to safely and properly bathe 
an elephant, you will be given the chance to go into the 
river with the elephants to test out your new skills. Our 
guide and volunteers can take pictures for you from the 
shore, so that you can focus on getting that bit of dirt off 
the elephant’s back. If however, venturing into the river 
is not for you, it’s equally fun to watch the elephants 
bathe and play while you stay dry on the sandy shore. 
While visitors are down at the river, the volunteers and 
mahouts (elephant handlers/caretakers) unload and  
prepare fresh fruit and vegetables for the elephants. This 
work is part of the preparations for another highlight to 
the visit in the park: feeding time. When you return to 
the main hut after bath time, you will have the chance to 
feed the elephants from the viewing platform.

Feeding time should offer an abundance of  
wonderful photo opportunities. Once the elephants 
have had their snacks, it’s time for your meal too. On 
the viewing platform, with the elephants walking around 
nearby, it’s difficult not to enjoy the fantastic Thai  
cuisine prepared by our kitchen staff. Chatting during 
lunch with your guide and the park volunteers is a great 
way to learn even more about the elephants. We say our 
goodbyes at around 17:00, leaving the Nature Park. We 
have an hour long drive back to Chiang Mai where you 
will be dropped off at your hotel. (B, L) 
 
Overnight: Royal Princess Chiang Mai 
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Day 9: Deparure Chang Mai
Breakfast at the hotel. Transfer from the hotel to Chiang 
Airport for departure to Bangkok and connecting flight to 
Oslo. (B) 
 
 
Day 10: Arrival Oslo
Arrive in Oslo Airport Gardermoen.
 
 
INCLUDED

•	 Return flight Oslo – Bangkok, one way Bangkok – 
Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai - Bangkok 

•	 Itinerary as listed above 
•	 Accommodation with breakfast as per the above  

itinerary.
•	 Meal plans (Food only) as specified in the above 

itinerary.
•	 Tours & transfers as specified including entrance fees.
•	 The service of English Speaking guide
•	 Porterage & service charge and taxes (including VAT)

NOT INCLUDED
•	 Other meals than specified in the itinerary 
•	 Optional tours
•	 Drinks during meals
•	 Item of personal nature (e.g. laundry, telephone,  

mini-bar etc)
•	 Insurance
•	 Gratuities to drivers/guides

For mer informasjon ring VIA Tours tlf: 815 59 100
Ferietelefonen man-fre 8-20, lør-søn 10-18 .no


